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Internet Resources for Restaurants

Finding valuable restaurant resources on the Internet 

We have all heard the statement “Everything is on the Internet”.  Some feel that this is an exaggeration, but no matter how you look at it, there is a lot of stuff on the Internet!  This has its pros and cons. There is so much information that it is sometimes difficult to find what you’re looking for.  However, there is a lot of FREE information that can save you time and money.

Here is a list of web sites that contain information that may be helpful to your foodservice operation.  

Search Engines:

Search engines are web sites that help you find anything on the Internet by searching through web sites automatically for you.  

www.google.com
www.dogpile.com
www.yahoo.com
www.search.com
www.excite.com
www.altavista.com
General Restaurant Information Websites:

www.chowbaby.com
Lists the top 10 restaurants in all areas across the country.  Also lists restaurants by location and includes customer reviews of many restaurants.

www.restaurant.com
Lists the “Best of the Best” restaurants in America.  This site also has tools for enabling restaurant owners to develop their own web site.

www.food.com
Enables online ordering for thousands of restaurants.  This site includes a restaurant locator, Americas best restaurants and a lot of recipes.  

Recipes:

www.epicurious.com  - Includes over 12,000 recipes

www.food.com
www.recipes.com
www.chilipaper.com 

Business Tools:

www.sba.gov The Small Business Administration web site.  Includes a lot of information for starting and maintaining small businesses from acquiring funds to online tutorials for planning and starting your business.

National Restaurant Association www.restaurant.org
The Internal Revenue Service web site www.irs.gov inclues online tax information, printable forms, tip reporting information and more.

www.dol.gov The web site of the U.S. Department of Labor.  Federal safety, wage and hour, child labor and lots of other labor law information.  

www.gosmallbiz.com Business resources for the small business owner.  

www.starchefs.com Foodservice industry material including FREE information on how to increase sales in your restaurant!

www.foodservice.com Information for foodservice professionals.  Includes restaurant industry news, food safety information, market reports, foodservice technology, restaurant equipment auctions and more.  You can sign up for a FREE weekly foodservice email newsletter.

www.atlantic-pub.com Training and education materials for the foodservice industry.

www.foodnet.com  and www.ontherail.com Chat online - LIVE - with other restaurant owners!

These are online communities for any restaurant owner or foodservice professional.  You can chat with others in your industry to share experiences and access a vast knowledge base to help solve issues and problems.  

www.office.com/restaurant  Many resources for the foodservice professional.  

Employee Recruitment:

www.monster.com and www.jobs.com are a few of many online recruiters.  Monster.com has a specific “Restaurant and Foodservice” category and jobs.com has a “Hospitality” category for employee searching. 

www.register.com  or www.yournamefree.com
These sites allow you to secure your domain name (web site address).  Even if you’re not ready to use it today, you can make sure no one else buys before you!  The cost is about $35 for one year or $70 for two years (varies by company).

www.register.com Features a “build your own web site” step-by-step program that is free when you register your domain name.  

www.webmonkey.com Offers a lot of help for people who want to learn how to build and manage their own web site.

www.restaurant.com Features building tools for a fee.  

www.allaboutyourownwebsite.com Offers free information on building web sites.  

Great Sites for your Personal Life or for Fun:

www.mapquest.com Get free driving directions and/or maps to anywhere, from anywhere.  

www.qwestdex.com Complete online phone book for every city in the nation.

www.thefreesite.com All of the FREE stuff you can imagine!  Includes a FREE email newsletter to inform you of additional free stuff!

www.cyberrebate.com Free stuff – after rebate!  Some things are worth $$$.

www.travelocity.com Like to travel?  Find great deals and make all your plans online!

www.startribune.com/homework Helps parents and children exhausted by homework!

www.twincitiesgolf.com FREE lifetime membership! Members receive discounts on green fees and golf-related products and services as well as invitations to local tournaments and special golf events. 

www.weather.com Planning a local event?  See what the weather will be.

www.dealtime.com Comparison shopping for almost anything!

http://www.dmarie.com/timecap/ Enter a date in history and get a printout of trivia for that date.  What was the price of a car on the day you were born?  Who won the World Series the year you opened your restaurant?

HAPPY SURFING!
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